192               KING RICHARD III             [ACT v.
Nor cheer of mind that I was wont to have.                 75
Set it down.    Is ink and paper ready ? Rat. It is, my lord. K. Rick.                    Bid my guard watch.    Leave me.
Ratcliff, about the mid of night come to my tent
And help to arm me.    Leave me, I say.
[Exeunt Ratcliff and the other attendants.
Enter DERBY to RICHMOND in his tent, Lords and others
attending.
Der. Fortune and victory sit on thy helm I                          80
Richm. All comfort that the dark night can afford
Be to thy person, noble father-in-law!
Tell me, how fares our loving mother ? Der. I, by attorney, bless thee from thy mother,
Who prays continually for Richmond's good :               85
So much for that.    The silent hours steal on,
And flaky darkness breaks within the east.
In brief, for so the season bids us be,
Prepare thy battle early in the morning,
And put thy fortune to the arbitrament                        90
Of bloody strokes and mortal-staring war.
76. Set] So, set Capell; There, set Pope. 77, 78. Leave me. Ratcliff} and leave me Pope. 78. mid} midst Qq 6-8.         79. arme me] arm me, Ratcliffe
Capell, me] omitted Ff 3, 4. Leave me] Leave me now Pope. Exeunt . . .] Camb.; King Richard retires into his tent. Exeunt Ratcliffe and Catesby. Malone; Exit Ratliffe. Qq; Exit Ratclif. Ff. aft. 79. SCEMS IV. Pope (ed. 2). Lords . . . attending.] Camb. 80. sit] set Q i. 83. Tell me] Tell me, I fray Collier. fares] fares it with Hanmer. loving] Qq r, 2; noble Qq 3-8, Ff.          mother] mother now Keightley conj.          86. that. The] Ff; that the
Qq i, 2.          91. mortal-staring] hyphened Steevens; mortal-fearing Capell;
mortal-scaring Malone conj.; mortal-stabbing Staunton conj.
80. Pope's subdivision of this scene ously take their position between the into separate little scenes Is noted two tents, which are thrown open in above, here and at the other dividing- front to display the sleeping- generals, points. In his first edition his scenes and they address their remarks to each are numbered wrong. Scene iii. occurs in turn.
twice, at v. iii. i and here; and the 87. flaky darkness breaks] i.e. dark-subsequent scenes are numbered ac- ness breaks into flakes of cloud, as the cordingly (Scene iv. line 119; Scene v. dawn rises. New Eng. Diet, quotes line 224; Scene vi. line 272; Scene vii. Sidney, Psalm cxxxv. 3: "In flaky v. iv. i and y. 5). The scene, however, mists, the reaking vapors rise.** in spite of its double character, is in- Mr. Craig thinks that Shakespeare divisible. The tents of the riv^gp are may have derived the epithet from on either side of the stage; and the Golding's Ovid, iii. fol. 34 (6): "The interest shifts from one to the other, flakie clouds all grieslie black." When the ghosts appear, they obvi- 91. mortal-staring war] Steevens